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Overview

This panel discusses the evolution of modern Vietnamese historiography over the past century. Exactly one hundred years ago, the work Vi ?t Nam S?

L??c by historian Tr?n Tr?ng Kim was published (1920), inaugurating a new approach that placed the modern Vietnamese nation-state at the center

of the historical stage. Over the course of this century, perhaps no historiographical tradition has undergone as many paradigmatic shifts and intense

conflicts in the production of knowledge as that of Vietnam. The early decades of the twentieth century marked the construction of a nationalist

historiography, which sought to overturn the monarchical past and dynastic-centered historical writing. Following the proletarian revolution of 1945,

Vietnam first gained independence and a new revolutionary government was established under the leadership of H ? Chí Minh. This was also the

moment when modern proletarian-revolutionary historiography emerged, grounded in historical materialism. The nationalist perspective was now

intertwined with the struggles for national liberation and class conflict. When Vietnam was divided in 1954, two states with opposing ideologies

coexisted in the North and the South, producing two conflicting historiographies—although both drew on nationalism and the legacies of the past as

foundations for legitimacy and authority. With national reunification in 1975, the Marxist-nationalist historiography of the North prevailed, dominating

the writing and interpretation of the past for decades. Only in more recent years, with economic reforms, ideological opening, and increasing

international exchange, have new perspectives gradually emerged. These have introduced multidisciplinary approaches and fostered greater

interaction with global historiography outside Vietnam. This panel is an attempt to reflect upon the past century of Vietnamese historiography and to

consider its prospects for the future.
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