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Overview

The introduction of digital methods has changed the foundations of historical research to an extent comparable to the introduction of compulsory

education and the establishment of modern scientific research. The shift in the perception of knowledge has opened up new possibilities for global

and non-Eurocentric historiography, albeit at a considerable cost: at the intersection of digital platforms, technology, and historiography a new

methodological gap has emerged, intensified by recent concerns about “artificial intelligence”. The panel discussion brings together archivists,

librarians, computer scientists and historians to explore the opportunities and challenges of bridging this gap. We ask what skills, knowledge and

forms of co-operation are needed to cope with the increasing complexity of digital methods. The panel contributions will address the datafication and

enrichment of source material and the use of historical data in machine learning models. How can we deal with the wide variety of data on a

methodological and empirical level? What new research questions are opened up by digital methods? How can the advantages of analogue methods

be combined with new approaches to renew and extend historical research?

Panelists will cover a wide range of historiographical traditions, sources and institutions: archives of international organizations, scientific collections

and archives, and major libraries will provide the perspective of cultural heritage institutions, while historiographical contributions discuss approaches

to large collections of newspapers and broadcasting archives and the question of new methods of capturing dynamic movements in the case of global

shipping.

The aim is to discuss the historicity of the digital gap and to gain an understanding of the limits set by new methods, how these can gain visibility and

be discussed in a scientifically sound way, by means of a broad tradition of historiographical methods, theories and topics.
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