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Overview

This roundtable addresses the place of material culture in historical scholarship as practiced in the United States, with international perspectives,

offering a state-of-the-field discussion. Physical artifacts and the material world have long informed our understanding of the past and are a central

means by which the public encounters history. Vibrant historical scholarship incorporating material culture-based research explores diverse

geographies and time periods from the ancient world to the present. Historians working at historic sites and museums regularly interpret history amid

and through the physical presence of the past.

Historians on this roundtable work in academic and public history positions and are engaged in museum studies education. They work with a range of

methodologies and approaches to the study of objects, offering a variety of perspectives on the place of material culture scholarship in the practice of

history and its implications for public understandings of the past. Panelists and the audience will reflect on how historians are using material culture

today, the possibilities and limitations of objects as evidence, what questions we are—or should—be asking of objects, and future directions for this

dynamic and expanding field.
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